[Annexins--a new family of Ca(2+)-binding proteins].
Annexins, the Ca(2+)- and phospholipid-binding proteins, are able to induce Ca(2+)-dependent aggregation of biomembranes. All the representatives of this family contain four or eight tandem repeats, 60-80 amino acids each. All these repeats include a highly conservative 17-member amino acid consensus sequence (an endonexin fold). The central domain comprises all these repeats and contains, in addition, the site(s) with a binding affinity for Ca2+ and phospholipids. Annexins are devoid of the classical "EF-hand" Ca(2+)-binding domain and can therefore be assigned to a new family of Ca(2+)-binding proteins.